
Buttonville West or Burlington AirDump? 
Should this “stealth expansion” continue to 

destroy North Burlington Greenbelt? 

“It’s been 5 years of dump trucks surrounding me…             

unbelievable noise and dust, the relentless banging of tail-

gates.  Now my property is destroyed—I live in a bowl.”   

    Barbara Sheldon, Burlington Resident 

2007,  

Before the dumping 

2011,  After 4 years of continuous dumping 

The Future? Not seen here: the planned 33 

acre expansion and 1000ft runway extension. 

“...it is indeed correct to refer to the Airpark as an       

unlicensed waste disposal facility on the basis that it 

has accepted CONTAMINATED soil” 

Terrapex Environmental Ltd. Aug 23, 2013 



"It was not doing well (when I bought it).  It's difficult to make money with small airplanes that are 
buying 20 litres of fuel..."           Vince Rossi, Airpark Owner in the Burlington Post, July 2013 

 2007: New airpark owner, Vince Rossi, attempts to start an 8000 vehicle auto-auction storage lot on Protected 
Greenbelt agricultural land; and then a 65 metre cell phone tower that the local community AND pilots              
vehemently oppose. 

 

"The importing of fill is expected to be complete by the end of spring or beginning of summer 2009" 
                Vince Rossi, Airpark Owner, 2009 
 2008: Dumping begins.  The Airpark asserts its assumed autonomy under the powerful Federal Aeronautics Act, 

and refuses to participate in any municipal planning or permit processes. 
 

"They've boasted to me they can handle jets and they are hard at work extending their runway so 
they can handle more jets; and this will strike at the heart of the most important economic           
development asset our community has, which is our livability" 

Oakville Mayor, Rob Burton, Burlington Post, June 28, 2013 
 2008-2012: A regionally significant woodlot is destroyed.  Protected agricultural land is buried under meters of   

unregulated "fill".  Neighbouring homes and farms are surrounded by a mountain of fill and waste - their         
properties flooded, their property values and lifestyles destroyed. 

 

"It certainly looks to many of us that this is a fill operation disguised as an airpark"  
Burlington Councillor Marianne Meed Ward, June 19th Regional Council Meeting 

 May 2013: The Rural Burlington Greenbelt Coalition and local residents take a 2011 legal precedent known as 
Scugog vs. Earthworx to the City of Burlington, and the City agrees to pursue its legal rights on Airpark property.   

 June 2013: Halton Region shuts down an illegal truck entrance to Appleby Line.  The Airpark re-opens it and the 
City and Region are forced to install physical barricades. 

 June 2013: Conservation Halton issues a "violation notice" regarding placement of fill and a culvert crossing on 
regulated lands and Indian Creek, a tributary of Bronte Creek. 

 

"There are excessive levels of substances such as petroleum hydrocarbons, lead and zinc in some 
of the fill at the site"        The Toronto Star citing Terrapex Environmental, July 22nd, 2013 
 July 2013:  Terrapex Environmental review the scant 52 soil reports provided by the Airpark and find                     

contamination with heavy metals and hydrocarbons; only 41 per cent of (known/documented) material met       
applicable  environmental standards. 

 

“...it is apparent that contaminated soils, exceeding even the least stringent standards considered 
(Table 3), have been placed at the Airpark site. No evidence has been provided to suggest that 
these contaminated soils do not represent the potential for an adverse effect at the site”  

Terrapex Environmental, August 23rd, 2013 
 

...So WHY won’t the Ontario MOE test the Airpark soil for chemical contaminants? 

Have you seen this woman? 

Halton MP and now Transport 
Minister Lisa Raitt, responsible 
for the Federal Aeronautics Act      
(the act that the Airpark has     
buried our Greenbelt under)          
remains conspicuously absent... 

How you can help... 

 Write to Lisa Raitt; demand a Ministerial Directive to allow 
Municipalities to enforce the Municipal Act and Municipal 
Fill Bylaws under the Aeronautics Act. The Hon. Lisa Raitt, 86 
Main Street East, Milton, Ontario, L9T1N3 (no postage       
required)  or lisa.raitt@parl.gc.ca  

 Write to the Provincial Ministry of the Environment; demand 
that they fulfill their mandate to protect, conserve and      
restore the integrity of the environment at the Airpark BY 
TESTING AIRPARK SOILS in addition to perimeter water   
testing!  The Hon. Jim Bradley, M.O.E, 77 Wellesley Street 
West, 11th Floor, Ferguson Block,  Toronto ON, M7A 2T5 or 
minister.moe@ontario.ca   

 

The Rural Burlington Greenbelt Coalition 
 

Find us on Facebook or email us at  
ruralburlingtongreenbelt@gmail.com 
Find more about the City of Burlington’s legal battle 
with the Airpark at:  www.burlington.ca/airpark 

http://www.burlington.ca/airpark

